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19 May 1954

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Subject: SHERWOOD/Treatment of UFCO Strike in Guatemala

1. I had sent yesterday the draft of Ie 3 text
re subject strike to Mr. Phillips, asking for nis ana nis
editorial team's comments and suggestions, without expressing
any views of my own.

2. Today, Mr. Phillips came to see me and told me that
he had discussed [ J draft with the members of his
team (without, howoveor, snuw.ng them the text, merely telling
them the general idea). Their consensus of opinion was, ac-
cording to Mr. Phillips, that use of the suggested line was
inadvisable, primarily for two reasons:

8. SHERWOOD has not yet sufficiently established
1ts prestige with its audience to make such a far-fetched
story stick (implication: after we would have succeeded
with blowing the train and using this for an immediate
"spot" broadcast, SHERWOOD's increased prestige may per-
mit a less "conservative™ attitude)

b. They are afraid that SHERWOOD'Ss backing of the
strike may make it appear responsible for the strike in
Honduras, too. Which, in view of SHERWOOD's open connec-
tion with CALLIGERIS, might create all sorts of entirely
undesirable repercussions there.

5. Instead, they suggest that we should address the
workers approximately along the following line: "We have no
confidence in the communist bosses of your union. If you,
honest workers, tell us in your own words that this is a strike
for your just demands and not for some political maneuver of
the communists, we shall back you up." (or words to that effect)

4. I immediately pointed out to Mr. Phillips that this
did not seem tobe a realistic approach since everybody knows
that the individual worker has no chance of making himself
heard against the communist union leaders, and so forth. I
asked that he and his team give the matter further thought, in
view of its obvious great importance for the entire project and
to send us immediately any draft which they have (or may addi-
tionally producs).

5. We agreed that he would put a straight news item concern-
ing the calling of the strike, with no comment whatsoever, into




today's broadcast, in order not to fall too far behind with the
news. I stressed, however, that in view of the very delicate
issues at stake, he must under no circumstances record any com-
ment or editorial on the strike, unless explicitly told so by

this office,
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